In this second issue of 2012, we offer four articles that show the geographic breadth and methodological diversity in the field of water history. In the first, Anna Bohman discusses the politics of urban water management in Accra, Ghana. Since the 1990s, the commercialization of water services in low income countries has received much scholarly attention. However, little of this literature has approached this trend from a longer time perspective. Bohman historicizes contemporary policy debates on urban water supply and sanitation provision by analyzing how British colonial policies and Ghana's post-colonial governments set the stage for today's water problems. Her analysis emphasizes the continuity between past and contemporary debates. She suggests that the colonial legacy continues to normalise inequality in access to water.
settlement sites shows agricultural innovation in the use of irrigation as well as manuring of hayfields. The authors situate these irrigated fields in their Icelandic and North European context. They argue that these techniques began in 1126, with the arrival of the first resident bishop from Scandinavia. The need for fodder for the bishop's cattle drove these changes in land use.
It is clear that these four papers offer a diversity indicating the richness of our field. What is also clear is that this issue shows that cross-disciplinary collaboration, including integration of scientific, archaeological and historical data is a fruitful approach to study water history.
